This fascinating Chronology of City Planning
documents the evolution of how planning was
carried out between 1907 and 1966. It was
prepared circa 1967 by Richard V. Hamilton.
Hamilton started as a Draftsman and was later
promoted to a newly-created position of Planning
Technician.



plcc1
Text Box
This fascinating Chronology of City Planning documents the evolution of how planning was carried out between 1907 and 1966.  It was prepared circa 1967 by Richard V. Hamilton.  Hamilton started as a Draftsman and was later promoted to a newly-created position of Planning Technician.
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July |

August 5

Sept. 9

October 14

September {7

November 4

December 16

January 6

Commission asks Council to officially adopt the Land Use Plen and
Parks Plan in connection with Strauss Park application for federal funds.

Planning Dept. completes study comparing new Municipal Building Annex
and re-modeling costs of another building - suggests that Annex be built in
three stages.

1) Downtown Feasibility Study distributed.
2) Zoning ordinance still under study

3) New office space for Planning Dept. must be acquired, it is to be
evicted from Health Center.

Two employees resign: J. T. Morsz, Asst, Director, A. W. Stewart,
Community Planner.

Commission asks Council to raise salaries for professional positions in
order to be able to aftract qualified people.

Survey and Planning funds granted Roanoke Redevelopment and Housing
Authority for "Downtown East" urban renewal project. Commission
agreed that the project ties in with plans.

Draft of zoning ordinance is proposed to be submitted to Council Oct. 15,

William Watts offers 80 ft. street ROW to extend Andrews Road most of
the distance from [0Oth Street, N.W., to I9%h St., N.W.

Draft copies of new zoning ordinance were distribufed o Commission.
Report issued: "Land Development Plan"

Public hearing on comprehensive land use plan: "Land Development Plan*
Plon approved and recommended to Council for adoption along with
"Community Facilities Plan" a compendium of plans dealing with each

phase of community facilities.

Fire station #4 on Highland Ave. 5.W., recommended to Council for
senior citizens center.

1965

1) Zoning districts applied to newly annexed Edgehi!l area.

2) When new Planner hired he will start CRP

3) Zoning maps ready for proposed meetings

4) Continuous highway planning program started

5) Urban Policy conferences underway

6) Council asked to adopt Major Arterial Highway Plan

7) Capital Improvements Program estimated to take 6 mos. to complete
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February 3

March 24

April 21

May 19

July 14

August 4

September |5

October 6

November 3

November |7

Condiminium project on Brambleton and Persinger Roads recommended
be denied by Commission . Public hearings being held on MAH plan by Council.

Tentatively approved expansion of Roanoke Memorial Hospital .

Recommend to Council that U.Va. be given 35 acres of the city farm on
Colonial Avenue to build a college branch.

Reporis issued:

Economic Base

Roanoke Valley Open Space

City Market

Municipal Offices and Service Center

First draft of Capital Improvemenis Program presented to Commission.

Recommended that an additional 17 acres of city farm on Colonial
Avenue be given to Roanoke Technical Institute for future expansion,

Dexter N. Smith new Director of City Plonning named Agent of Planning
Commission.

Werner K. Sensbach, Director of City Planning, resigns effective Aug. 20
to toke o position at U.Va.

Employee resigns:
Mrs. Mary L. Henderson - to take secretarial position with Regional Planning.

Recommend that a landscape architect be hired to do Master Plan for
Eimwood Park.

Changes to new zoning ordinance proposed - conference with sign company
representatives scheduled.

Mrs. Virginia Branstetter appointed new secretary of Commission
Discussion of new zoning ordinance
Recommend extension of ?th St. SE thru indusirial park requiring new bridge.

Agree to refer street name proposals to Regional Planning wh o will check
with entire region.
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New State Recreation report.
"Virginia's Commonwealth" released - lacks provision for state matching
money for open space grants.
Airport zoning studied
New zoning ordinance discussed
November 22 Commission member resigns: Mr. Harold W, Hill
December | Commission asks Council to hire architect for Elmwood Park plan

New proposal for 10th St. Extension presented

December 15 Approved East Gate Park and Strauss Park application for federal
open space grant.

New report issued: "Tot Lots"
Discussed new zoning ordinance

New Commission member: John L. Wentworth

1966
January 19 Recommend city go ahead with survey and planning for Rt. 599
February 9 Commission member dies: Julian H. Martin

Downtown Master Plan Committee formed by Downtown Roanoke, Inc.
to prepare CBD plan.

March 2 Request Council to act to have Roan oke participate in the Demonstration
Cities Program of the federal government.

Discussed new zoning ordinance.

New Commission member: A. B. Coleman

March 16 Discussed new zoning ordinance.
April 6 Discussed new zoning ordinance. Trailer restrictions.
April 20 Citizen J. M. Ramsey requests Commission fo adopt rule that one lot be left in

each new subdivision for recreation use.

Discussed new zoning ordinance.



L uyw oL

April 27

June 22

July 20

August 17

August 29

Sept. 7
Sept. 21

Qctober 5

October 19
November 2
November 2

November 16

Discussed new zoning ordinance. (Af about this time the Commission began hearing
property owners requests that the new zoning map be changed where it affects

their property.)

Planning Dept. and Engineering Dept. ask Commission to recommend closing a
large number of "paper"streets in E ast Gate = This was recommended to Council.

"Final" discussions of proposed zoning ordinance.
Item by item discussion and action on each of proposed changes of new zoning map

to date - sent to Council for action.

Changes to new zoning ordinance proposed by Commission members and Building
Inspector acted upon individually and sent to Council for action.

Discussion of proposed zoning ordinance.

New zoning ordinance adopted (studies were initiated in 1957 with the aim of
revising the old ordinance to bring it up to date).

Considered new by-laws for Commission.
Heard first requests for changes of the new zoning ordinance.

Considered proposed new By-Laws.
Discussed new subdivision ordinance.

Discussion of new By-Laws

Discussion of new By-Laws

Discussion of CBD Plan, Elmwood Park Plan and New Subdivision Ordi nance.
Agreed to adopt new By-Laws on December 7, 1966

Approved Elmwood Park Plan and recommended Alan G. Winslow, landscape

architect, who prepared the plan, do the specifications and engineering
detail studies.
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